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ALL OVER THE MAP: 
 Imaginary places, phantom islands, and unknown lands 

 

 
Maira Kalman, The Principles of Uncertainty 

"My mother drew this map for me. This is the world through her eyes."  
 
  
DATES:  May 6 to 10, 2019 
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Cassandra Marsillo 
 
cassandramarsillo@cmail.carleton.ca 
514-887-0509 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: Maps help us find our way; they show us where we are and how to get where 
we're going. They represent the world around us. Or so it seems. Maps order a world that is in constant 
movement, create borders people cross every day, and show us places we have never been. And maybe 
places we can only dream of. In this course, we will explore imaginary places, phantom islands, and 
unknown lands on and off the map. From Hogsmeade, to Sandy Island, to Medieval maps, we will 
examine the social and political roles mapping has played throughout history, and what it means to map 
unknown and imaginary worlds. Afterall, the geographies of the past and future are also unknown 
worlds for us. 
 
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES: Over the next week, we’ll be exploring, looking at, interacting with, and even 
creating our own maps. On our journey, we will cross borders, real and mythical, discover phantom 
islands, explore places we can only imagine. Through public history, we will look at how, in the words of 
Lucy Lippard maps “order and reorder the world,” but “the world fights back.” Through archive visits 
and case studies of various creative mapping projects, students will complete activities that will go up on 
our class blog (https://alloverthemap235.wordpress.com/). Public history is all about taking our work - 
you guessed it - public. The class blog will allow students to practice their writing, editing, and peer 
review skills. It will also showcase the students’ final research-creation projects. 
 
RESEARCH-CREATION PROJECT: After being exposed to a variety of sources, resources, technologies, 
and examples, students will be given class time to work on their own mapping project. Students will 
have the option to either do a more research-centred presentation on a project/map/imaginary land of 
their choice, or create their own mapping project through one of the techniques they’ll have the chance 
to explore - layering, sonification, creating paths on Google maps -, or a creative approach of their 
choice. They will have computer lab time on Wednesday morning, where I’ll also be available for one on 
one help. On the Friday, each student will have 5 minutes to present their projects. 
 
SCHEDULE: 

 

Monday 

9:00-10:15 Intros 
First discussion: let’s talk about mapping and 
public history 
Group activity: class glossary 

10:15-10:30 Break 

10:30-12:30 Campus and tunnel tour 
Group activity: mapping the tunnels 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

1:30-2:30 Lecture: history of mapping 

2:30-3:00 Wrap up: main project and library activity 
description 

 

2 

https://alloverthemap235.wordpress.com/


 

EMCP 2019 

CARLETON UNIVERSITY 

COURSE CODE: 235 

Tuesday 

9:00-10:00 Second discussion: let’s talk about imaginary 
lands 

10:00-11:00 Library tour 
Cartography archive visit and activity: blog post 
on one of the maps, globes, or books in the 
archive 

11:00-11:15 Break 

11:15-12:30 Third discussion: let’s talk about what maps can 
and can’t do 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

1:30-2:30 Case studies: inspirations 

2:30-3:00 Wrap up: brainstorm project idea 

 

Wednesday 

9:00-12:00 Working session: computer lab 

12:00-1:00 Lunch (EMCP activity) 

1:00-1:45 Fourth discussion: let’s talk about phantom 
islands 

1:45-2:00 Break 

2:00-2:30 Case studies: mapping and public history 

2:30-3:00 Wrap up: project check-in 

 

Thursday 

9:00-10:00 Fifth discussion: let’s talk about unknown lands 

10:00-1:30 Field trip: National Gallery archives 

1:30 Pick-up 

2:00 Pick-up another class at Science and Tech 

2:30-3:00 Wrap up: fill out evaluations 
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Friday 

9:00-10:00 Class breakfast and resource sharing 

10:00-10:15 Break 

10:15-11:15 Guest speaker TBA 

11:15-11:30 Prepare for presentations 

11:30-12:30 Presentations, part one 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

1:30-2:30 Presentations, part two 

2:30-3:00 Wrap up: takeaways 

 
EMCP WEBSITE: https://carleton.ca/emcp/ 
 
CLASS BLOG: https://alloverthemap235.wordpress.com/ 
 
CELL PHONES: Please bring your cell phones and headphones/earbuds to class! We will be doing some 
activities that require you to take photos or access the internet. When we are not using our phones, 
please keep them on the corner of your desk on silent, or in your bag. You’re free to use your phones 
during breaks and lunch. 
 
TEACHING STATEMENT: As an oral historian, artist, and aspiring teacher, I dedicate my practice to 
creating meaningful collaborations and interventions between individuals, communities, and students 
with history and historiography. Above all, I don’t see the work I do as an historian, or artist, or teacher 
as existing in separate spheres. I am happiest when they come together. 
 
By encouraging collaboration between classmates and their teacher, students build confidence in 

themselves and take responsibility for their learning. As empathetic and active learners, students 

approach history critically, ready to ask meaningful questions, and knowing that: 

 
● History is also about the future 

● History isn't objective 

● Creativity and imagination are encouraged 

● History is always histories 

● As historians, students, people living in the present, we must strive to do no harm with our 

work, make positive change, challenge oppression, and question assumptions 

● As historians, we must be humble, self-reflective, and vulnerable 
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